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State Health Department Advisories 
in Houston Ship Channel, 
San Jacinto River, and Galveston Bay 

1. ADV-3 (1990): HSC/San Jacinto River downstream of Hwy. 90 and 
Upper Galveston Bay north of a line from Red Bluff Pt. to Five Mile 
Cut Marker to Houston Pt. due to dioxin in blue crabs and catfish. 

2. ADV-20 (2001): HSC upstream of Lynchburg Ferry and San Jacinto 
River downstream of Hwy. 90 bridge due to dioxin, organochlorine 
pesticides, and PCBs in all species of fish.  

3. ADV-28 (2005): HSC/San Jacinto River downstream of Hwy. 90 
and Upper Galveston Bay north of a line from Red Bluff Pt. to Five 
Mile Cut Marker to Houston Pt. due to PCBs in spotted seatrout. 

4. ADV-35 (2008): Galveston Bay due to dioxin and PCBs in spotted 
seatrout and catfish. 



Resulting Advisory Areas  

Area 
Species 
Affected Pollutants 

The Houston Ship 
Channel and all 
contiguous waters 
upstream of Lynchburg 
Ferry, including the San 
Jacinto River below the 
U.S. Highway 90 bridge. 

All species of 
fish and blue 
crab. 

Dioxin in blue 
crab and 
catfish.  
Organochlorine 
pesticides and 
PCBs in all 
species of fish. 

The Houston Ship 
Channel and all 
contiguous waters 
downstream of 
Lynchburg Ferry and 
Upper Galveston Bay 
north of a line from Red 
Bluff Point to Five Mile 
Cut Marker to Houston 
Point. 

All catfish 
species, 
spotted 
seatrout, and 
blue crab. 

Dioxin in blue 
crab.  Dioxin 
and PCBs in 
catfish and 
spotted 
seatrout. 

Galveston Bay system, 
including Chocolate Bay, 
East Bay, West Bay, 
Trinity Bay, and 
contiguous waters. 

All catfish 
species and 
spotted 
seatrout. 

Dioxin and 
PCBs. 



Houston Ship Channel/San Jacinto 
River/Upper Galveston Bay Area 



Advice You Should Follow 
in These Three Areas 

In each of these three areas for the species listed, the 
following advice should be followed to decrease risks to 
human health: 
 
Adults - DO NOT EAT MORE THAN 8 OUNCES PER 
MONTH OF THE SPECIES LISTED! 
 
Children - DO NOT EAT ANY AMOUNT OF THE SPECIES 
LISTED! 
 
Women who are nursing, pregnant, or may become 
pregnant - DO NOT EAT ANY AMOUNT OF THE SPECIES 
LISTED! 

 



Sign – Upstream of Lynchburg 



Sign – Lynchburg to 
Upper Galveston Bay 



Seafood Advisory Brochure 

http://www.h-
gac.com/community/water/resources/documents/seafood_advisory_brochure.pdf 
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GBF Seafood Advisories Webpage 

http://galvbay.org/advocacy_seafood.html 
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Sign Locations – Overview 



Sign Locations – At and north of 
SJRWP 



Sign Locations – South of SJRWP 



Sign Locations – Baytown 



Sign Locations – Upper Galveston Bay 
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